GENERAL_ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2005

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 1171

Sponsors: Senator Snow.

April 28, 2005

A JOINT RESOLUTION HQ
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became the Eastern land of Cherokee I ﬁdwﬁs{, aid

Whereas, as'a. teemagf’"%‘" Ffollend

at a local trading post ntem: hIS*““ ho e, du;rmgw ‘hich time he learned the
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Cherokee language and customs%
‘Whereas, William Holland Thomas developed a mutual friendship

with Chief Yonaguska and was later adopted by the Chief as a member of

the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians; and
Whereas, at the age of 15, William Holland Thomas became an

attorney after studying from a set of law books that was given to him while

he was working at the trading post; and
Whereas, as an adult, William Holland Thomas was an influential

man 1n his community and the Western portion of the State; and
Whereas, in addition to practicing law, William Holland Thomas

was also a businessman, building stores, turnpikes, and railroads; and




Whereas, during the 1830s, William Holland Thomas served as an
agent for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, traveling to Washington,
DC, to persuade the federal government to allow them to remain in North
Carolina and to defend their claims for financial payments promised them:
and

Whereas, William Holland Thomas was successful in helping the
Eastern Bank of Cherokee Indians win the right to be treated as citizens of
North Carolina, to govern themselves in their own communities, and to

become landowners: and
Whereas, upon the death of Chief Yonaguska in 1839, William

Holland Thomas was named Chief of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians,

a title he held for 28 years; and
Whereas, prior to his death, William Holland Thomas recounted
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his life with the Cherokees to- a Sml hsoman Instltute ethnologlst James

Mooney, which greatly contrlhuted t0 ’ehe pI:ese' "
culture of the Eastern .landr of Cher
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Whereas, Wl i-kam Holland Thomas served as a State senator from

1848 to 1861; an dw, .
4 .
.-..'-5-' Fhe "‘..'5“‘"'*'-.. o
R T - «
.‘.-
g - K
ereas . v : H
RS e}

Whereas Wllham Holl'andl Thomas as maed w Sarah Love and
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together they had three c_f;fﬂdren 'Wllh ‘**“
. Thomas, and Salhe Love Thomas and S 5 :
Whereas,’ after a: numher Ofya @3_; 23
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confinement, William Holland Thomas died on:May 10& 1893 and
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Whereas, to celebﬁtethe?@’@}heaﬁfmwersa v of the birth of William
Holland Thomas, the Cashlers Hlstorlcaf SoCIeTy will hold a symposium,
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entitled "The Life and Times of Willanr Eolland Thomas" on May 3, 6, and
7, 2005;
Now, therefore,
Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring:
SECTION 1. The General Assembly honors the life and memory
of William Holland Thomas and acknowledges his service to the State and
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
SECTION 2. The General Assembly encourages the citizens of
this State to join the Cashiers Historical Society in celebrating the 200"
anniversary of the birth of William Holland Thomas.
_ SECTION 3. The Secretary of State shall transmit a certified
copy of this resolution to the Cashiers Historical Society.
SECTION 4. This resolution is effective upon ratification.




